BTJILTH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Report  of  the  Mo  licnl  Officer  of  Health. 

1944. 
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Ur  .C  Lai  man,  Ladies  and  G-ontlenon, 

I Lave  pleasure  in  prosenting 
ny  report  for  the  year  1944. This  report  is  prepared  on  .the  linos 
indicated  In  Circular  49/45  Wales  and  is  therefore  again  restricted. 
It  should  bo  noted  that  the  restrictions, on  grounds  of  national 
security, previously  i .posed  on  the  population  figures  in  the  Annual 
Report, publication  of  con  uni cat ions  to  the  Press  etc. > and  on 
references  to  activities  in  connection  with  war- tine  industrial, 
military  or  other  important  dovolopononts , such  as  extensions  of 
water  supply  or  sewer ago  works, er  other  public  utility  undertakings , 
lie. vo  now  boon  removed. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 
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/Illegitimate  Births . Two  of  the  abovo  births  were  Illegitinato. 
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nicer  stomach . . 1..0. 

Other  digestive  diseases. . . .0. .1. 

Road  traffic  accidents 1..0. 

Other  violent  causes , 1 . . 0 . 

All  ot her  cuus e s 3 . . 3 . 


Infectious  Disease . 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  disoase 
were  report od  to  me  during  the  year. 

Acute  pnoumoni a 4-  cases. 

Ac  ut  e one ophf 1 i t i s . . . . 1 case. 

V/hooping  Cough. 1 case. 

Scarlet  Fever 2 cases. 

The  case  of  whooping  cough  and  both  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were 
all  admitted  to  Herthyr  Isolation  Hospital. 


Diphtheria  Imnuni s at ion. 


During  the  year  tho  monthly  clinics  held 
for  tho  purpose  of  immunising  children  against  diphtheria  wore 
continued. In  addition  advisory  visits  were  made  by  tho  County 
Council  Health  Visitor  and  advertisements  wore  placed  in  tho 
local  press. 

Tho  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  as  regards  ITorth  Breconshire 


is  shown' by  the  following; 

1-5.  5-15 

Estimated  number  of  children  between  the  ages 

of  1 and  15  years  on  51.12.4-4. 1589,  3883 

Estimated  number  of  the  above  children  who  wore 

immunised  by  31.12.44 981.  3465 

Percontagos  immunised  on  31.12.44 62$.  89$. 

Children  immunised  during  tho  year 225.  38. 


Builth  Rural  District  Council 


Humber  of  cases  of  diphtheria  in  children  of  under  15  years 
notified  during  the  year. . 1. 

ITunbor  of  deaths  fro  n diphtheria  in  the  year. .0* 

Venereal  Di s ease . Tho  County  Council  has  an  agreement  with  the 

General  and  Eye  Hospital, Swansea, for  the 
treatment  of  these  cases. 


Tub  ,rculosis . 


Tho  following  details  show  tho  position  as 
regards  tuberculosis  In  the  district  in  recent 
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cases  on  tho  register  at  the  c omnonc orient  of  year... 9. 
cases  added  to  register  during  the  year ............ .2. 

deaths  during  tho  year,  0. 

cases  removed  by  recovery  or  other  ways 1. 

cases  loft  on  register  at  the  end  of  tho  year ...... .10. 


ITunbor  of  notifications  in  recent  years. . . , .1959. . . .2. 

1940. .  . .1. 

1941. .  . .1. 

1942. .  . .2. 

1943. .  . .0. 

1944. .  . .2. 


Inf  j s t at i on . Hat s and  Mice. 

As  a result  of  tho  Infestation  Order, 
1943, a part  time  Rodent  Officer  was  appointed  towards  the  end  of 
tho  year  to  undertake  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  for  tho 
three  Councils  of  Builth  Rural , Builth  Urban  and  Llanwrtyd  Urban, 

! li  3 k Samp  1 i ng . 

During  the  year  nilk  sampling  was  carried  out  in 
accordance  with  the  national  Milk  Testing  and  Advisort  Scheme. 

A District  Laboratory  was  sot  tip  in  Builth  Wells  and  samples  of 
all  producer  retailor  nilk  was  tested  regularly, The so  samples 
wore  taken  by  tho  Sanitary  Inspector, All  wholesale  milk  is  tested 
as  a routine  at  the  various  milk  depots  and  creameries, Under  this 
scheme  nilk  is  now  graded  into  three  categories  i.o,. 

Category  A Milk  of  good  keeping  quality. 

Category  B Milk  of  doubtful  keeping  quality. 

Category  C... Milk  of  poor  keeping  quality  which  is 

returnable  to  the  vendor. 


On  tho  receipt  of  samples  of  Category  C nilk  advisory  visits  are 
made  to  tho  farm  concerned  by  an  official  of  tho  War  Agricultural 
Executive  Committee  and  if  no  improvement  occurs  as  a result  of 
those  visits  the  producer  is  referred  to  the  Local  Authority  for 
any  action  that  may  be  doomed  necessary. 

The  following  figures  show  tho  results  of  tho  samples  taken 
throughout  the  year; 

Total  samples  taken.... 109. 

Category  A samples ......... .90. 


Category  B samples 9. 

Category  C samples..... 10, 


No  producer  was  referred  to  tho  Council  by  tho  War  Executive 
Commit too  during  the  year. 


Bui  1th  Rural  District  Council 


Sanitary  Officer.  A surraary  of  the  worlc  done  by  the  Sanitary 

Inspector  during  the  year  is  given  below. This 


is  takon  from  the  weekly  reports,  ( 

Visits  to  Oriel  and  s scavenging 48, 

Visits  to  cowsheds 62, 

Fumigation  of  promises .3. 

Rat  infestation  course, . . . . 3 days. 

Inspection  of  promises . 9. 

Inspection  of  water  supplies ......... 9 . 

Water  sampling.  5, 

Interviews  with  owners  of  property... 3. 

Visits  of  proposed  sites  of  now  houses 4 days. 

Letters  to  owners  of  property... 1, 

Rat  infestation  cotings .3, 

hoc  tings  in  Brecon 10, 

Inspection  unfit  food. 1, 

Collecting  pocrol  licences.... 1. 

Council  moot lugs ,rork  as  salvage  officer, etc. 


Housing . 

As  a.  result  of  Circular  64/44  Wales  and  the  report  on 
rural  housing  prepared  by  a Sub-Comitt eo  of  tho  Central  Housing 
Advisory  C omit  toe  a start  was  made  in  tho  County  for  securing 
improvement  of  rural  housing. 

A Technical  3ub-Cor.rn.it  toe  of  tho  Joint  County  C omit  toe 
was  established  and  a suggested  standard  of  a habitable  houso  v/as 
drawn  up. Tho  above  report  also  recommended  that  a comprehensive 
survey  of  housing  conditions  in  rural  areas  should  bo  made  and 
tho  houses  grouped  into  certain  categories , 

It  is  to  bo  regretted  that, at  the  end  of  the  yon.r  under 
review, no  start  had  been  made  on  this  survey, 

Wat or  Supplies. 


Tho  water  supplies  to  tho  various  parts  of  tho 
district  remain  substantially  tho  sano  as  in  tho  previous  yoar. 

Uo  complaints  are  received  regarding  tho  quality  of  tho  v/ater  but 
tho  quantity  often  falls  short. There  is  room  for  considerable 
:!  •provdnont  in  the  water  supplies  to  tho  whole  area. 

Towards  the  ond  of  the  year  a consulting  water  engineer  v/as  engaged 
by  tho  Council  to  investigate  tho  possibility  of  a largo  water 
s chov.io  with  it’s  source  at  Ahorgwcssin.lt  v/as  hoped  that  this 
water  could  supply  the  greater  part  of  tho  district, It  is  to  bo 
hoped  that  some  such  scheme  will  materialise. 

It  is  estimated  that  only  about  15  per  cent  of  tho 
houses  in  tho  area  are  supplied  with  water  by  tho  Council, Of  those 
ab  ut  75  per  cent  are  supplied  with  a tapped  supply  inside  the 
house, the  remainder  being  supplied  by  standpipes .Owing  to  tho  fact 
that  the  district  is  a scattered  rural  one  tho  remaining  85  % of 
the-  houses  have  thuir  own  private  supplies. 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  the  great  majority  of  tho 
supplies  could  bo  greatly  improved  both  from  a quantitative  and 
qualitative  point  of  view  for  in  periods  of  even  moderate  drought 
continual  complaints  are  received. 

Yours  faithfully, 

T.G .R.doorgo, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


